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THE INTERNET COLUMN
By Giles Turnbull


The House of Lords is not the place you’d expect to find at the cutting edge of political engagement, but the internet has been known to have that effect on people before.

The Lords of the Blog (lordsoftheblog.wordpress.com) is a blog written by a team of Lords, and the amazing thing is that it’s surprisingly good.

The Lords has an unfair reputation as a somewhat sedate, sleepy place, and if you asked people in your local pub, none of them would expect any Lords to be writing a blog. Especially not a good one.

But it is good. The posts appear frequently, they are interesting and informative and sometimes pretty funny, too. 

Even better yet, people are reading and posting comments. And that is what the site is all about. Supported in part by the Hansard Society, the blog is supposed to help ordinary people like you and I understand better what the Lords is for, and what work it does. The aim is to ditch some of the stereotypical myths and show what it’s really like.

Blogs have come a long way in the last few years. On one hand, you could say that now even the Lords have one, they’ve become part of the establishment. On the other, you could celebrate the fact that a once closed-off world like Parliament has accepted that it needs to open up to the rest of the world, and that writing on the internet is the best way to do it.


+ UBIQUITY EVERYWHERE +

Mozilla is the company that makes Firefox, the alternative web browser that you really ought to be using by now (getfirefox.com). One of the researchers at Mozilla thinks it’s crazy that in this day and age, it’s still so difficult to so simple things like stick a map into email. He’s created a prototype system called Ubiquity (www.azarask.in/blog/post/ubiquity-in-depth/) that lets you type exactly what you want to do. Select an address, type “map this”, and it will find the location for you. Select that, type “email this to john” and it will do just that.

Nice idea, and looks great in the demo video. Still a long way from the big time, though; people are so tied to their mice, it’ll be hard to break them into something as simple as just typing what they want.

+ MAKE YOUR OWN TAPE +

We told you about Muxtape (muxtape.com) a while ago; a free site that let people upload 12 songs to make an online mixtape of music. Last week, WHACK! the lawyers hit Muxtape with injunctions and lawsuits and it promptly closed itself down. But wait, what’s this? Opentape (http://opentape.fm/download/) is a free open-source alternative that you install yourself! Let a million Muxtapes bloom - because that’s almost certainly what will happen now that the original has been shut down by The Man. 

+ SOME SUGGESTIONS +

Google doesn’t like rushing into things, which might explain why Google Suggest has been in beta for, ohh, about four years. It’s a simple feature, but we think it’s great: as you type something into the Google search box, a little list of suggestions appears to help you get what you want. It’s neat. 


+ BROWSING AROUND ... GEEK NEWS

:: TechJunk, a river of nerdery
tech.newsjunk.com

:: Reddit, mother of social news sites
reddit.com/r/technology

:: Techmeme, fully automated news
www.techmeme.com

:: Digg, where news is competition
www.digg.com

:: Rocketboom, video news for the Q generation
www.rocketboom.com

:: Slashdot, mother of all nerd sites
www.slashdot.org


+ THING OF THE WEEK +

:: From very, very big; to very, very small
http://www.nikon.com/about/feelnikon/universcale/


+ Giles Turnbull has a web site at gilest.org +

ENDS
