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THE INTERNET COLUMN
By Giles Turnbull

Just weeks after announcing it, Microsoft has killed the Kin.

Kin was going to be one of Microsoft's weapons in the battle against Apple and Google in the mobile phone market. 

It was a tiny low-cost phone with a slide-out keyboard, and came in two sizes - small, and even smaller. 

The Kin was supposed to be a huge hit with youngsters who want to stay in touch but don't want to carry around bulky gadgets, and don't have a lot of cash to spend. It wasn't a smartphone, but it did have enough built-in technology to make it easy to keep in touch via Facebook and other social networks.

But sales in the US were too slow, and after just six weeks Microsoft completely changed its plans. A European launch was cancelled, and the whole project folded up. 

It will now become part of the larger, more ambitious Windows Phone system, which is a more direct competitor to the likes of the iPhone.

The timing is bad for Microsoft, though. Even just a few months of delays is disastrous in the mobile phone business, where innovation remains incredibly strong and new ideas come along every six months, making even quite recent phones look old hat.

Apple's got problems, too. The brand-new iPhone 4 has got everyone talking about two things: its gorgeous screen, and reports of reception problems. The phone's antenna is also its outer rim, and critics say it gets too easily obstructed by a human hand. But the picture's more complex than that: not everyone's having the same problems, and not in all areas. 

Nobody ever said that mobile internet was going to be easy.



YOU GET WHAT YOU ASK FOR

The Digital Economy Act was rushed through Parliament just before the General Election, much to the dismay of thousands of internet users and the companies that provide their connections. It gives huge powers to copyright holders, and places enormous new pressures on the ISP industry. Funnily enough, the new coalition government has opened a website asking people which laws they want repealed (yourfreedom.hmg.gov.uk) - and killing the Act is one of the suggestions. 



ANIMATE YOUR PHOTOS

Animoto (www.animoto.com) is a clever idea. Give it a bunch of photos, and perhaps a video clip or two, and it automagically turns them into a slick-looking short film ready to be shared with the rest of the internet (or just with your friends and family if you prefer). It uses software algorithms to assemble the finished film, so if you don't like the first one it produces, you can tell it to try again - and the result will be different, even if the source photos are the same. 



HERE'S OUR REPORTER AT THE SCENE

YouTube (www.youtube.com) is the biggest and most popular video site in the world. Now it has its own breaking news blog, Citizen Tube (www.citizentube.com). Here you'll find video reports of news events from all over the world, posted as soon as possible after they happen. The footage may be blurry and the camerawork wobbly, but not even the largest news organisation can match this site for its variety.



BROWSING AROUND... 25 YEARS SINCE LIVE AID 

Wikipedia's history of the first event
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_Aid

The Live 8 event in 2005
www.live8live.com

Queen's legendary performance at Wembley
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDckgX3oU_w

The final shambolic song
www.youtube.com/watch?v=stNGHiscETo

The American version
www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9ZKyYFyiFA

A retro web celebration
www.herald.co.uk/local_info/live_aid.html



THING OF THE WEEK
Information is beautiful, a blog about data and graphs
www.informationisbeautiful.net


Giles Turnbull has a website at gilest.org
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