(pics: screenie attached; if you'd rather use the Airbnb logo, it's here: http://www.airbnb.com/images/logos/airbnb_800px.png

)

THE INTERNET COLUMN
By Giles Turnbull


Airbnb (pronounced Air B'n'B) is an ingenious idea that's catching on fast in cyberspace. Put simply: it's like eBay for places to stay. And everyone can join in.

Airbnb works by matching up people who want somewhere to stay with people who have space for them to stay in. 

Anyone can sign up as the owner of a space, and the space you offer for rent can be almost anything you like. Airbnb has categories for lighthouses, castles, caravans, and villas - but if all you've got is a spare room, that's fine too.

When you sign up, you have to provide your personal details and upload some photos of the space you're offering. You set the price, and sit back and wait.

Browsing for space is easy - you can search by location, price, and by the style of accommodation you're after. Having stayed somewhere, you can add comments which will then be visible to other people browsing the site. Similarly, hosts can make public comments about the people who've stayed with them. 

This two-way feedback system helps keep things polite and ensures both parties do their bit - a visitor who is disruptive will soon find their online reputation damaged by negative comments. And a host whose rooms are shabby or dirty will probably have to clean up quick.

Airbnb is based in San Francisco, so most of the spaces on offer are in the USA for now. But the list of UK and European spaces is growing fast - so now's the time to add yours to the site.


MANDELSON WINS VILLAIN AWARD

Members of the UK's internet industry voted Lord Mandelson "Villain of the Year" thanks to his efforts to get the much-disliked Digital Economy Act through Parliament in the dying days of the Labour government. The Act did a lot for copyright holders like the movie and music industries, but nothing for the people who actually make the internet work. Surprisingly, Lord Mandelson wasn't present at the ISPA (Internet Service Providers Association) awards knees-up to collect his award in person. Funny, that.


YOUTUBE'S GLOBAL SNAPSHOT

Grab your video camera on July 24th. YouTube is running a special event called "Life in a day" (www.youtube.com/lifeinaday), and you can take part. Just film something from your daily life - anything you like - and upload it to the Life in a Day channel. Blockbuster movie director Ridley Scott (the guy who made Blade Runner) will take the best footage and turn it into a documentary - if yours gets chosen, you'll be listed in the credits.


SHARE YOUR SETS

Fancy yourself as a bit of DJ? Like putting together your own sets? Making them is fun, but you need to share them to get real feedback. The Percussion Lab (www.percussionlab.com/sets)is a great place to share your sets and download sets from other people; there's a variety of genres and plenty of exciting, amazing music. 


BROWSING AROUND.. COMPUTER SECURITY

Bruce Schneier, best-known security geek
www.schneier.com

Risky Business - security advice for companies
risky.biz

Tales of cybercrime
garwarner.blogspot.com

Graham Cluley, security expert at Sophos
www.sophos.com/blogs/gc/

Security for all
secforall.info

Security Mike has lots of tips
securitymike.blogspot.com


THING OF THE WEEK
What have you been doing wrong all your life?
http://goo.gl/9k6H


Giles Turnbull has a website at gilest.org
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